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journalist, for during the past eight years he had been a reporter
for The Morning Chronicle and The Daily News. He found it
difficult, nonetheless, to secure work, and during the next two years
he devoted his abundant leisure to research with Giovanni Battista
Cavalcaselle, an old friend as impecunious as he, which led to the
writing of The Early Flemish Painters (1856), the first of the
pioneer histories of painting that were to make their names famous.
In November, 1853, Thackeray persuaded Charles Mackay to
appoint Crowe Crimean correspondent of The Illustrated London
News. Henceforth Crowe's career was a distinguished one. He
reported the Indian mutiny and the Austrian-Italian war for The
Times y being present at the battle of Solferino. He became Consul-
General for Saxony in 1860 through Lord John Russell's interest.
In 1872 he was appointed Consul-General for Westphalia and the
Rhenish Provinces, in 1880 Commercial Attache for the embassies
at Berlin and Vienna, and in 1882 Commercial Attache for the
whole of Europe. He was made a K. C. M. G. in 1890.

When Thackeray arrived in Paris in April, 1854, he found that
Amy Crowe, who had attended her mother faithfully in her last
illness, had been for some months without a suitable home. He
accordingly took her into his own family, and for the next eight
years she lived with him as a third daughter. In 1862 she married
Edward Talbot Thackeray, whom she accompanied to India.
After her death in childbirth three years later, her two children,
Margaret and Anne, were entrusted to Thackeray's daughters, who
took care of them for many years.69

But of all the Crowes' children Thackeray was perhaps fondest
of Eyre. In 1851 he too was at a loose end, for though he was
trained as a painter, he had no customers, and no money for further
study. Thackeray employed Crowe as his amanuensis while he

69 "Our babies are the children of Amy Crowe," Anne Thackeray writes to
Mrs. Baxter in a letter of March 3, 1866, owned by Miss Maude Frank.
"She died dear love when her littlest baby was born & then [her husband]
brought them back to us from India & they are upstairs now. The poor Father
had to go back quite alone two months ago, but the children are very bright &
sweet & think poor darlings that there are only 'aunts' in the world to love
little children."